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OECD Working Group on Bribery: 24 June 2025
Draft Intervention
Speaking time: 6-7 minutes

Opening Statement
1. Dear Chair, dear Delegates, Business at OECD (BIAC) appreciates the opportunity to contribute in this meeting and to collaborate with the OECD on the critical issue of advancing business integrity.

2. To support this effort, Business at OECD has already taken several initiatives in 2025: 

a. First initiative: we keep fueling our campaign to spread the Manifesto that calls for the treatment of “Zero Corruption” as if it were an 18th SDG, and puts forward 10 key actions for building a more resilient, responsible, and competitive global economy.

In this regard, we organized in February the second edition of our Zero Corruption Forum in Rome, with the support of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and large corporations. 

b. Second initiative: we published our policy paper on AI & Anti-Corruption in March. By demonstrating its practical applications in compliance and business integrity through use cases, our goal here is to help unlocking the potential of AI to increase business integrity and streamline anticorruption rules. 

c. Third initiative: we organized a knowledge partner event during the GACIF in March. This event gathers several business leaders and highlighted the new ways to combat corruption [footnoteRef:1]. We are very grateful for the OECD for granting us this opportunity and I would like to particularly thank Julia Fromholz for her closing speech and her team for the top-notch organization. [1:  digital tools, capacity building for SMEs to secure the supply chain and corporate communication] 


3. I would like to highlight now the priorities in the months to come for Business at OECD in order to disseminate our recommendations on the topic of anti-corruption:

I. Business at OECD needs to be associated in the design of the 5th monitoring phase regarding the enforcement of the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention

4. Business at OECD has always been a solid supporter of both the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention and the efforts of this Working Group to enforce its provisions. BIAC through its members is always contributing to the stakeholder consultations during the peer reviews.  We believe that all members of this Committee act, in a way, as brand ambassadors of the Convention’s principles. These principles are not just legal benchmarks — they are critical enablers for assurance functions within companies to exercise their authority and act as guardians of integrity.

5. The launch of the fourth monitoring phase (Phase 4) in 2016 was welcomed as a great milestone by the business community represented by BIAC. 

6. I would like therefore to signal here our readiness and willingness to participate in the discussions for the elaboration of the 5th monitoring phase.


II. Drafting of a Business at OECD policy paper on communication

7. The Business Integrity & Anti-Corruption Committee of BIAC has decided this year to focus its annual policy paper on communication: how companies are communicating internally and externally on the frameworks and initiatives they have set up to move closer to zero corruption.

8. Based on multiple use cases and featuring concrete examples, this paper will serve as a best practices compendium for businesses and public organizations to draw on.

9. We will publish this paper in early 2026 and will update this Working Group regularly on its advancement.

III. Annual consultation with stakeholders 

10.  Business at OECD would like this Working Group to organize again annual stakeholders’ consultation.

11.  In our view, this stakeholders’ consultation could take the form of a panel discussion at the OECD every year during the November meeting of this Working Group where a specific topic is tackled and concrete recommendations would be outlined by practitioners. 

IV. Next Business at OECD events in relation to business integrity

12.  Business at OECD will organize several events in the months to ensure that anti-corruption remains at the forefront of global priorities:

· in November, there will be an event organized with some of our German members, German public officials and potentially the EU; 

· on 18 November, at the margins of the B20 Summit at Johannesburg, we will organize a side event on “business integrity as a driver of growth”. This will take place in the context of our participation in the B20 Integrity and Compliance Task Force; 

· in February 2026, we will organize the third edition of our Zero Corruption Forum in Rome.

13. You will receive invitations for each of these events shortly. 

Closing Statement
14. In conclusion, Business at OECD (BIAC) remains fully committed to collaborating with the OECD and other stakeholders to advance business integrity. I look forward to hearing your comments about all the initiatives I just outlined. 
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